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Maryland State Board of Education
do Jackie C. La Fiandra, Assistant Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General, Maryland State Department of Education
200 St. Paul Place, 19th Floor
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
Re: Re: Concerned Citizens (Appellants) v
Prince George's County Board of Education
(Respondents) Motion to Deny Respondents'
Request for an Extension
Dear Ms. LaFiandra:
Appellant, Tonya Wingfield, received notice on March 14, 2014 via a telephone message at 1:31
p.m. and email at 1:41 p.m. from Abby Hairston, Esq. of the Thatcher Law Firm, LLC requesting
the Appellant's consent to a two week extension for the Respondents' response to the February
23 Appeal. The Appellants request that the Respondents' request for extension be denied for the
following:
1. The Two-Week Delay Prejudices the Appellant's Appeal
In researching the process of transferring property owned by a local school board to the
County Council or county commissioner, the final transfer of property was done during
the Legislative Session. The 2014 Legislative Session ends April 9, which is five days
after the Respondents' response would be due if granted an extension. This would
deprive the Appellants of our rights to receive a response before the end of the 2014
session and possibly not see this decision remanded back to the local school board before
legislation finalizing the transfer of the property is approved.
2. Respondent fails to meet the burden of showing "good cause: as stated in
13A.01.05.04 - General Procedures "Upon the written request of a party, the State
Board for good cause shown may shorten or extend the time limitations set forth in this
chapter"
Appellants assert that Respondents have failed to show "good cause" to be granted an
extension. The Prince George's County Public Schools (PGCPS) Board of Education
employs four permanent full-time and one contract attorney as part of the Office of
General Counsel. As stated by PGCPS:
The mission of the Office of General Counsel is to provide advice of
counsel and legal services and representation to the Prince George
County's Board of Education, Chief Executive Officer, Executive staff,
principals, and other school-based staff that support the management and
organizational goals of the school system and contributes to ensuring
success and achievement for students and staff of Prince George's County
Public Schools.

The basis of the Appellants' appeal focuses on Maryland, Education Article
§4-115(c)(1)(i) that governs how all Maryland county boards of education transfer
surplus property and PGCPS school board bylaws and policies that govern the day-to-day
operations and duties of PGCPS board members and employees and therefore are not
outside of the knowledge or scope of advice this office would provide to any board
member, the CEO or executive staff member as part of their daily performance of duty.
The action of PGCPS to retain an outside counsel gives the appearance to do so not out of
necessity, but to prejudice the Appellants' appeal by having any decision rendered by the
State Board of Education after the 2014 Legislative Session has concluded. Additionally,
the Thatcher Law Firm, LLC employs more than one attorney on staff and thus the
schedule of one attorney should not impact the Respondents' deadline to respond.
In conclusion, the Appellants pray that the State Board of Education sees the urgency of
holding Respondents to the deadline of March 31, 2014 to respond and deny the
Respondent's request for an extension.
Sincerely,
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Tonya V. Wingfield
Executive Director
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